
Mark (20):  

Wider Ministry Challenges: 

 

Developing theological depth 

(Mark 8:11-30)     
KELSTON COMMUNITY CHURCH 

3 MAY 2020 

1 



Wider ministry challenges 

Difficult Ministry challenges 
 

• Unbelief and pride (6:1-29) 

• Compassion and fear (6:30-56) 

• Tradition and hypocrisy (7:1-
23) 

Wider ministry challenges 
 

• Ministry beyond our social 
circles (7:24-8:10) 

• Developing theological 
depth (8:11-30) 

• Suffering and death for the 
gospel (8:31-9:1) 

2 
More 

difficult? 

Difficult but basic 



Why theology is important 

Theology is important because it is the study of God, who 
He is,  what He does, and what He requires from us  

Poor theology will result in a poor understanding of God, 
and will affect how we relate to God and others 

3 



Jesus’ 

theological 

debates with 

the Pharisees 

to correct 

their bad 

theology 

(poor 

doctrine) 

4 Concept of knowing in the Bible is more than 
head knowledge 

In the NT, the word translated as “know” in has 
many different senses and nuances 

Some example, in Philippians 

• Epiginosko (Phil 1:9) – knowledge that comes 
through personal involvement recognition 

• Dokimazo (Phil 1:10) – approve – distinguish, 
discern whether something is worthy or not 

• Ginosko (Phil 3:10) – to know experientially  

• Oida (Phil 4:12) – to know cognitively but also 
to sense, perceive fully 



Jesus asked his disciples to reflect on His teachings and 
their experiences to grow in their understanding… 
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This is why Jesus took his 
disciples on a mission trip 

to the Gentiles 

• Theological understanding 
grows deeper with ministry 
involvement, experience and 
exposure if we reflect on 
them 

In this passage, the 
emphasis is on knowing 
that Jesus is the Christ 

• Jesus brings up the 
importance of connecting 
our experiences and hearts 
with our minds  



Jesus 

conversation 

with his 

disciples (v.14-

21) 

 

The healing of a 

blind man 

(v.22-26) 
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An unusual way to heal but it is also 
an illustration! 

The disciples were still 
blind to spiritual truths 

And spiritual sight 
would come in stages 

Jesus conversation with his disciples 

They have eyes but no 
see. They have ears but 

do not hear 

Jesus told them at the 
conclusion: “Do you yet 
not understand?” (v.21) 



The breakthrough in understanding (v.27-30) 
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• You will not understand the signs if you 
leave out Christ (v.11-13) 

The truth is centered on 
the identity of Christ! 

• John the Baptist, others say Elijah, and 
others, one of the Prophets 

And who do people say I 
am? (v.27-28) 

•You are the Christ! But who do you say I 
am? (v.29) 



Reflection to gain theological depth is needed to grow  
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• Note the Bible that the disciples kept 
growing in stages 

Choose and strive to 
be a life-long learner 

• To better understand God’s lessons in our 
experiences and feelings, or our hearts 
will grow hard and we won’t understand 
(v,17&18) 

We need to make 
reflection a part of our 

lives … 

• A deeper knowledge of the Bible is 
needed for proper reflection 

But reflection must be 
Bible (Christ) based  



2 Timothy 3:16-17: The Bible is the source 
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• Teaching 
• Reproof 
• Correction 
• Training in 

righteousness 

• Daily Reading 
• Use a programme 

that helps 
• Study and reflect 

on what you read 



Logos 8 
Basic Free 
software:  
Value of 
included 

resources: 
Over $1,500 

10 Library: 20+ digital books including Lexham Bible 
Dictionary, The Treasury of Scripture Knowledge, 
Faithlife Study Bible, and more. 

Features: Logos 8 Basic Feature Upgrade, including 
Reverse Interlinears, Interactive Media, Workflows, 
and other features. 

Runs on: Windows, Mac, mobile, and web. Free 
updates so you can run Logos on any computer or 
operating system. Free support and training. 

Downloads: Unlimited. Install Logos on as many 
personal devices as you like 



Logos software: added notes 

The free basic resources include 

• Recent scholarship 

• An Integrated system so all resources are linked  

• Free monthly book (logos and faithlife) 

Go to the websites: 

• https://www.logos.com/ (for information) 

• https://www.logos.com/basic (for free software package) 

• https://ebooks.faithlife.com/ (ebooks are not integrated) 
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The wider (and deeper) challenge …  
if you want to grow to KNOW Jesus better 
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 Will you commit to … 

 reading the Bible daily? 

 studying (and meditating) on what you read? 

 invests in your spiritual life!  

 Will you take time to reflect with God on … 

 your ministry experiences? 

 your daily experiences? 

 your inner thoughts and feelings? 


