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Wider ministry challenges

Difficult Ministry challenges

• Unbelief and pride (6:1-29)
• Compassion and fear (6:30-56)
• Tradition and hypocrisy (7:1-

23)

Wider ministry challenges

• Ministry beyond our 
social circles (7:24-8:10)

• Developing theological 
depth (8:11-30)

• Suffering and death for the 
gospel (8:31-9:1)

2More 
difficult?

Difficult but basic



On Jews and Gentiles in the New Testament

• In general, “the Jews” to refer to the biological 
descendants of Abraham (thus an Israelite and God’s 
chosen people)

• In general, the term “the Gentiles” for people that do 
not belong to Israel 

Who is a Jew?
Who is a 
Gentile?

• Gentiles were considered “unrighteous”, by most 
Jews, and even unclean by some Jews

• To be accepted, a Gentile had to be circumcised and 
follow the Torah.

Many Jews 
considered the 

Gentiles inferior 
to them
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But how did Jesus view Gentiles?

Jesus 
ministry 
mainly 

centered 
around the 

Jews 

But Jesus 
ministered 

to both 
Jews and 
Gentiles

His disciples 
were to 

include all 
nations (Matt 
28:18-20, Acts 

1:6-11)

This is in line 
with God’s 

desire to bless 
all nations 

(Genesis 12:1-3, 
Galatians 3:14)
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A challenge 
to go 
outside their 
(and our)
comfort 
zone to 
minister
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Not just challenging cultural differences 

Perhaps also socio-economic differences

A ministry that was to their natural enemies

• Tyre, often linked with Sidon in was a 
gentile area, whose inhabitants Josephus 
(an ancient Jewish historian)  describes as 
“notoriously our bitterest enemies



What did Jesus do? 6

He brought his 
disciples to 

stay in a 
Gentile’s house

Entered a house (7:24) 
here means to 

establish residence in a 
place, even for a short 

time. 

Think how difficult it 
would be to set up a 
ministry base in an 

unfamiliar place

Think how hard it is to 
have privacy and rest

“he could not be hid” 
meaning  that Jesus 
could not prevent 

people from 
discovering where 

he was.



Was Jesus 
being rude? 
(Mark 7:26-
30)
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It was a test of faith. And she passed admirably 
What would she do in the 

light of these facts?
Read the Parable of the 

unjust judge in Luke 18:1-8 

The dog reference here is a pet, not a wild or stray dog 

Jesus is reminding her of 
their cultural differences 

They are supposedly enemies. If 
so, why should he help her?

Jesus came, but then “hid” but she found him.

She confirmed her faith And her request was granted



Look what Jesus did, and how He did them
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Different ministry approach with the woman 
With the man, Jesus was extra sensitive
Privately and in a manner the deaf man could visualize

Mark 7:31–37: He 
healed a deaf and 
speech impaired 

man

Similar motive: “compassion on the crowd”
Similar miracle: But 4,000 not 5,000, 7 loaves and 
some fish, 7 baskets of leftovers
And all ate and were satisfied

Mark 8:1-10: He 
fed the Gentile 
crowd as He did 

the Jewish crowd



Some things for us to think about  
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Jesus lived (for a 
while) among the 

Gentiles to 
minister to them

The miracles Jesus did for 
the Jews, He also did for the 

Gentiles

“Let the children 
first be fed” –
now becomes 

“and they ate and 
were satisfied”

Read ahead the passage for next week’s 
sermon and notice that the Jesus’ bringing 

the disciples to minister outside their 
comfort zones was important for their 

spiritual development

Incarnation
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The 
ministries 
inside 
and 
outside 
our 
Church

There are needs within the church that should be met 

• But that does not mean forgetting those outside our usual circle

In outreach, reaching family and friends is important 

• but we must never forget those outside our usual social circles

Jesus primary ministry while on earth was to the Jews 

• but that did not mean he neglected the Gentiles

Covid-19 lockdown has been inconvenient, but it has 
opened our eyes to different approaches to ministry



Ministry beyond our social circles …

• But each stage of our life is naturally 
inconvenient 

Coming out of our 
comfort zone will be 

inconvenient 

• If we are willing to learn to adapt we 
will grow

Stepping outside of our 
comfort zones is what brings 

growth

• And often, it begins with our 
willingness to minister beyond our 
social circles

God has mightily used people 
willing to step out of their 

comfort zones
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