
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

/ /  19 April 2020  / / 

God’s mysteries and what has been revealed to us 

 
In one of my morning readings this week, this verse, 

Deuteronomy 29:29, had my special attention. This is 

what it says: 

 

Deuteronomy 29:29 (ESV) 
29 “The secret things belong to the LORD our God, but 

the things that are revealed belong to us and to our 

children forever, that we may do all the words of this 

law. 

 

I found it such an appropriate and timely reminder in 

this current climate of uncertainty. Our nation and 

most around the world are wrestling with many 

questions that relate to the big question of “What lies 

in the future?". So many are asking questions like: 

“When will all this end so we can get back to our 

normal life?” “Will our lives ever return to normal?” 

“What will the new normal look like?” “Will I still have 

a job after that has happened?” And I am sure you can 

add in many more questions – and among them some 

very personal and worrying ones too. 

But here was a word from God to the Israelites that 

is relevant to us too.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What does that statement mean? I think J.A. 

Thompson explains the gist of this statement well.  

He comments that this verse is…  

 

An exhortation for Israel to carry out the will of 

Yahweh as it has been revealed is now given. The 

secret things (nistārôt), i.e. things beyond man’s 

knowledge, such as the future, are God’s concern. 

Revealed things, such as God’s law and Yahweh’s will 

expressed through it, are within the range of man’s 

knowledge now. For these Israel is accountable.  

 

Sufficient is revealed in Yahweh’s covenant with 

Israel to provide her with a sure guide for living in the 

present and to this she is called. This is a salutary 

observation which is as relevant for the Christian 

community as it was for Israel. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

/ /  personal reflection  / / 

 

In my own reflection, these are my thoughts. 

It is good to prepare for the future, to 

anticipate, to plan ... but there are two things 

to keep in mind. 

 

1. There are so many things about the 

future that we will never know  

because we are creatures limited by 

chronological time and space. Only God 

who is beyond time and space knows.  

So it is best to accept this. But this is not 

to me something negative or a cause for 

fatalism (as in the old song "Que Sera 

Sera, whatever will be will be, the future's 

not ours to see, Que Sera Sera").  

 

And it is more than just the secret of the 

future. One of the secret things 

(mysteries) of God that we get a glimpse 

of but cannot understand is the mystery 

of God's providence. This is the mystery 

of God's unfailing (covenantal) love. We 

mess up, we sin and when we come  

back to him asking for forgiveness, He 

forgives and accepts us. More than  

even that, He throws a party (see the 

Parable of the Prodigal Son in Luke 15). 

That is a mystery! This mystery of God's 

providence and care is built into 

Deuteronomy even though it seems to be  

 

“ Sufficient is revealed  
in Yahweh’s covenant with Israel 

to provide her with 

a sure guide for living in the present… 

” 
This is a salutary observation…  

relevant for the Christian community…  



 

mostly about warnings of punishment  

and curses. There is no reason for God to 

care for the Israelites, or for any of us, for 

that matter, and yet He does. That is a 

mystery of God’s love. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Psalm 8:3–4 puts it this way:  
3 When I look at your heavens, the work 

of your fingers, the moon and the stars, 

which you have set in place, 4 what is man 

that you are mindful of him, and the son 

of man that you care for him? 

 

So even in the light of God's mystery and 

secret things that He keeps from us, there 

is a peace and assurance that God has a 

plan for good (A favourite example for me 

is the story of Joseph – where after all has 

been said and done, Joseph puts 

everything evil his brothers had done to 

him into proper perspective in Genesis 

50:20 (ESV) 
20 As for you, you meant evil against me, 

but God meant it for good, to bring it 

about that many people should be kept 

alive, as they are today. 

 

 

 

2. But while there are things we do not 

know that belongs only to God, there are 

many things we know. And among the 

myriad of things we know are the laws 

and principles that God wants us to live 

by (found in the Bible: His Word, His 

Law). It is an encouragement to follow 

God – to focus on doing His will in the 

present, knowing that God will take care 

of the future, our future.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jesus put it this way in Matthew 6:25–34 

(ESV) 
25 “Therefore I tell you, do not be anxious 

about your life, what you will eat or what 

you will drink, nor about your body, what 

you will put on. Is not life more than food, 

and the body more than clothing? 26 Look 

at the birds of the air: they neither sow 

nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet 

your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you 

not of more value than they? 27 And which 

of you by being anxious can add a single 

hour to his span of life? 28 And why are 

you anxious about clothing? Consider the 

lilies of the field, how they grow: they  

 

 

neither toil nor spin, 29 yet I tell you, even 

Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed 

like one of these. 30 But if God so clothes 

the grass of the field, which today is alive 

and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, 

will he not much more clothe you, O you 

of little faith? 31 Therefore do not be 

anxious, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or 

‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we 

wear?’ 32 For the Gentiles seek after all 

these things, and your heavenly Father 

knows that you need them all. 33 But seek 

first the kingdom of God and his 

righteousness, and all these things will 

be added to you. 34 “Therefore do not be 

anxious about tomorrow, for tomorrow  

will be anxious for itself. Sufficient for 

the day is its own trouble. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

So, for me, I will continue to do as I have been 

doing all my adult life. I will pray for the future, 

plan what I can for the future. But I will also 

keep trusting God that He will take care of me. 

I will keep working at doing my best with God’s 

help to seek Him and His kingdom. And I do 

this by obeying and following what He has 

revealed to guide me in this life. 

“ There is no reason for God  
to care for the Israelites  

or for any of us,… 

and yet He does. 

” That is a mystery of God’s love. 
“ And among the myriad 

of things we know 

are the laws and principles 

that God wants us to live by 

(found in the Bible:  
His Word, His Law). ” 

“ But seek first the kingdom of God 
and His righteousness, 

and all these things 

will be added to you. ” 


