
 

//  5 April 2020  //  Last week, a passage from my daily 

readings was Numbers 32. I found it an interesting chapter. 

In summary, the chapter is about the situation where the 

tribes that make up the nation of Israel are preparing to 

enter and conquer the Promised Land. But as they prepare, 

the tribes of Reuben and Gad seemed to have reservations. 

 

The reason was they saw that the land they were currently 

in (on the East of the Jordan River) was good land for them 

to settle in, as it was ideal for livestock. And they had a lot 

of livestock. So they made a request to Moses to not cross 

over so they might settle there instead. 

 

This proposal made Moses unhappy, as he felt it was a 

selfish request. The core issue in Moses’ mind was national 

unity and their request risked the taking of the Promised 

Land for the other tribes. The previous generation had 

already missed out in the past and Moses was concerned 

that history would repeat itself. 

 
6 But Moses said to the people of Gad and to the people of 

Reuben, “Shall your brothers go to the war while you sit 

here? 7 Why will you discourage the heart of the people of 

Israel from going over into the land that the LORD has given 

them? 8 Your fathers did this, when I sent them from 

Kadesh-barnea to see the land. 9 For when they went up to 

the Valley of Eshcol and saw the land, they discouraged the 

heart of the people of Israel from going into the land that 

the LORD had given them. (Numbers 32:6–9) 

 

So the two tribes made a modified request. They would 

leave their children, wives, and livestock behind but the 

fighting men would in unity help take the Promised Land 

with their brethren from the other tribes. But Moses gave 

and it resulted in national disunity, there would be dire 

consequences from God. 

 
20 So Moses said to them, “If you will do this, if you will take 

up arms to go before the LORD for the war, 21 and every 

armed man of you will pass over the Jordan before the LORD, 

until he has driven out his enemies from before him 22 and 

the land is subdued before the LORD; then after that you 

shall return and be free of obligation to the LORD and to 

Israel, and this land shall be your possession before the 

LORD. 23 But if you will not do so, behold, you have sinned 

against the LORD, and be sure your sin will find you out. 

(Numbers 32:20–23) 

 

It made me think of how in times of national (community) 

need, there is the danger to forget the needs of others and 

only think about themselves. The "Lord, bless me, my wife, 

my two children, and us only" kind of prayer and attitude. I 

must say that I find it difficult to know what to do in times 

of wider community and even national needs. And this 

current pandemic is one such situation. How do you 

encourage and help others without unwittingly endanger 

the lives of not just the people you want to help, but also 

possibly your own family?  

 

1 Corinthians 12 reminds us that as Christians we are 

connected as the body of Christ, but Jesus also reminds us 

that His call (and so it should be ours too) is for those not 

yet connected to us spiritually:  

16 And I (Jesus) have other sheep that are not of this fold. I 

must bring them also, and they will listen to my voice. So 

there will be one flock, one shepherd. (John 10:16) 

How does this work out in practice? I am still trying to 

understand. But what I do know is that there needs to be 

“dialogue” like the kind from one of my favourite science 

fiction duos – Kirk and Spock. (Disclaimer – I do not 

necessarily agree with the general humanistic worldview of 

Gene Roddenberry, the creator of Star Trek) 

 

In a Star Trek Movie when Spock sacrifices his life to save 

his crew, Kirk is devastated as he watches one of his closest 

friend die of radiation poisoning. He cannot enter the 

chamber as Spock has locked it to protect the rest of the 

crew. Kirk wants to know why Spock sacrificed his life that 

way and Spock says:  "It is logical ... the needs of the many, 

outweigh the needs of the few, or the one." 

 

But in the next movie, Spock is later discovered to be 

actually alive. And so Kirk and the crew plan a daring rescue 

mission and go through extreme efforts to find and revive 

him. Spock is bewildered as to why they risk all for him. Kirk 

replies with “Because the needs of the one outweigh the 

needs of the many.” 

 

And then in yet another follow up movie, when their crew 

mate Chekov is in trouble, Spock insists that the crew go to 

save him even if it might jeopardize their whole mission (to 

save the world).  And so Kirk asks Spock (who following his 

Vulcan heritage values logic over emotions), “Is this, the 

logical thing to do?” To this Spock answers, “No, but it is 

the human thing to do.”  

 

As I think about a real possible scenario that may come to 

pass, the question I am asking (and struggling with) is 

“What is the Christ honouring thing to do?” 

 

As I have brought up in this week’s sermon – this period is 

an opportune time to be praying. As we grow in prayer, by 

seeking after God, and dwelling in His presence, may God 

grant us the wisdom, peace and courage we need.   

 

P
h

o
to

 b
y 

Ig
o

r 
P

ef
ti

ev
 o

n
 U

n
sp

la
sh

 


